
School, Children’s and Young People’s Section  Nominees: 
Position Running For:  SCYP Vice-Chairperson/Chairperson Elect 

Name: Odessa Cooley 

Organization:  South Sioux City Public Library 

Professional Title: Youth Librarian 

Member of the NLA:  7 years 

Member of Section or Round Table: 1 year 

About: 

I have decided to run for SCYP’s Chair-Elect to be a part of a larger or-

ganization than just in my corner of NE at my library. I am excited to repre-

sent smaller libraries around NE and help them find a voice for ideas and 

programs for conferences.  

 

I’ve been the Youth Librarian position at South Sioux City’s Public Library 

for 10 years. I have attended NLA, ALA, Starnet/NASA conferences for 

many years. I have had  

assistants under my supervision for 6 years. I took part in Dakota County 

Leadership  

program a few years back. 

 

I believe that we need to see change in SCYP and bring new ideas to the 

table. We also need to have an updated presence on NLA’s website and 

other social media outlets. I’ve been to many conferences and while I love 

all the programs that are offered, we need to reach out and see if there 

are more ideas and presenters for future conferences to  

diversify our programs. I feel we need to reach out to some of the areas in 

NE that aren’t represented well in our larger metro areas. I believe that 

change will start small, but if the motivation is carried through the years, 

we will see growth abound. 

Nominee Information continued onto next page... 



Position Running For:  SCYP Vice-Chairperson/Chairperson Elect 

Name: Alexandra Ball 

Organization:  Lincoln Public Schools 

Professional Title: School Librarian 

Member of the NLA:  4 years 

Member of Section or Round Table:  

About: 

I am running because I know firsthand the importance of strong library  

programs for all children in Nebraska. I want to see more connections and 

sharing of resources and expertise among all librarians (school and public) 

who serve children and their families. 

 

I have been a teacher for 9 years, 3 of them as an elementary librarian. I 

have proven myself to be a leader in my school and district, developing  

library programming, presenting to librarians at district meetings and the 

annual NLA conference, and thoughtfully building our school's library  

program. 

 

I feel the biggest challenges facing services for schools and children are 

ensuring equal access and visibility for all children and their families.  I feel 

primary among these are language, technology, transportation, economics, 

and lack of representation and cultural awareness in materials offered to 

children. I would address these barriers by developing professional  

development materials, which could take numerous forms including  

mini-lecture series available for web-viewing or unconference sessions. 
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