
Public Library & Trustee Section Nominees: 
Position Running For:  PLTS Vice-Chairperson/Chairperson Elect 

Name: Jessica Chamberlain 

Organization:  Norfolk Public Library 

Professional Title: Library Director 

Member of the NLA:  9 years 

Member of Section or Round Table: 9 years 

About: 

I love working with other librarians and feel that PLTS is a great way to do that.  I 

think it's important for us as librarians to get involved in our professional  

association as a way to further our own knowledge and skills, as well as push the 

whole profession forward in a positive way.  

 

I've been in the library profession since 2002, most recently as the Director of the 

Norfolk Public Library since 2012.   I've been a member of NLA and PLTS since I 

moved to Nebraska in 2010, and was previously PLTS Chair in 2012-2013. 

 

We have a huge geographical area to serve, with different regions having vastly 

different needs and preferences. I think trying to reach every public librarian  

and/or trustee with something valuable - whether that be advocacy, education, or 

networking - is the biggest challenge. I think we can be intentional about serving 

our whole state, and work on building and strengthening relationships.  

Position Running For:  PLTS Vice-Chairperson/Chairperson Elect 

Name: Sarah J. Johnson 

Organization:  Geneva Public Library 

Professional Title: Library Director 

Member of the NLA:  5 years 

Member of Section or Round Table: 5 years 

About: 

I am running for this office because I was directly asked if I would consider it.  

 

I have worked in a variety of libraries, with the last five as director of a public  

library, which allows me to understand how libraries work at different levels and 

viewpoints.  I feel I am detail-oriented and hate to fly by the seat of my pants. 

 

I think getting others actively involved in PLST and NLA, as well as the  

recruitment and retention of membership in PLST and NLA, are challenges.  It is 

important to help others understand the value of these two entities, and being 

Vice Chairperson and Chairperson-Elect would hopefully provide a new  

viewpoint in understanding, and thereby showing others, the value of  

membership. 

Nominee Information continued onto next page... 



Public Library & Trustee Section Nominees: 
Position Running For:  PLTS Chairperson 

Name: Theresa Jehlik 

Organization:  Omaha Public Library 

Professional Title: Strategy and Business Intelligence Manager 

Member of the NLA:  30 years 

Member of Section or Round Table: 30 years 

About: 

When Becky Baker asked me to consider running for PLTS Chair, I thought it 

would be a good chance to become more involved with the section.  Since 

PLTS has experienced a few bumps in the road lately, I would like to have a 

part in making it shaping its future.    

 

I chaired or worked on committees at state, regional, & national levels focused 

on learning, professional development, conference planning, & website  

content.  Working with individuals with varying skills and talents at different 

stages in their library careers has taught me to how to listen well.  

 

PLTS's  membership encompasses a lot of individuals from very small to very 

large libraries.  I would like to see  serious conversation on what Nebraska  

libraries have in common and how they can work together.  I also see a  

challenge in the section's purpose.  This may be the year to revisit its core 

mission to meet the current members' needs and wants.  Are Spring Meetings 

still relevant in today's digital world?  Should excellent programming at the  

Annual Conference be the section's primary focus?  These are questions 

worth exploring with our current members. 

Position Running For:  PLTS Chairperson 

Name: Devra Dragos 

Organization:  Nebraska Library Commission 

Professional Title: Technology & Access Services Director 

Member of the NLA:  20 years 

Member of Section or Round Table: 5 years 

About: 

I enjoy helping public library staff and trustees who are working to improve 

services and facilities for their library customers. PLTS provides opportunities 

for them to communicate and learn about new possibilities. 

 

My experience includes serving as NLA Treasurer; Chair and/or Secretary of 

NMRT, TSRT, and S&I; and Auditing Committee Chair. My current job  

involves interaction with public library staff and trustees through programs like 

Nebraska OverDrive Libraries, NebraskAccess, and Library Innovation  

Studios. 

 

Active participation is important in any organization and could be increased 

within PLTS. While many libraries face restrictive budgets and limited time for 

outside staff activities, participation in NLA is important for a strong voice with 

our local and state government, and for staff development. I would work with 

the Board to increase membership in PLTS and to provide various  

opportunities for sharing and learning events. 


