
 
2023 Annual Report 

 
PLTS Spring Meeting 

This year’s spring meeting was held over two days. Tuesday, April 11 from 10am-noon, we 
met in person at the Nebraska Library Commission in Lincoln, NE for presentations from Commission 
staff introducing us to services they offer to public libraries. A few of the topics covered included 
accreditation, NebraskAccess, tech kits, Public Library Survey and Bibliostat, basic skills courses, 
Talking Books, and book club kits. Thursday, April 13, from 1-2:30pm was held via zoom. 
Representatives of the four Nebraska Regional Library Systems introduced us to the services they 
provide to public library staff and patrons. There was also a review of Nebraska Library Commission 
services for those who were not able to attend the in-person meeting.  

8 people attended the in-person meeting. 27 people registered for the Zoom meeting, but no 
number was recorded for actual attendance.   

 
Awards Committee 

Committee members included Becky Baker, Seward Memorial Library; Laurie Yocum, Wilson 
Public Library; and Michael Sauers, Do-Space. Applications for the PLTS Advocacy Award were 
announced in August and accepted through October 15, 2023:  

 
PLTS ADVOCACY AWARD 

The Public Library and Trustee Section of the Nebraska Library Association is now accepting nominations for the PLTS 
Advocacy Award. This award recognizes a trustee, user, friend, foundation, or library board that has provided exceptional 
support for their local library. The award can be given to an individual or a group. The award will be given for support of 

the library or library community. Some of the areas include but are not limited to the following: 

● Advocacy in supporting the library in the community or state. 
● Significant contribution to a specific program or support of the library. 
● Contribution to the work of the Nebraska Library Association. 

 
It is preferred that the nominee(s) are residents of Nebraska. The original letter of nomination should include the nominee's 
name, street address, email address and telephone number; the nominee's accomplishments, and any relevant supporting 
documentation. The letter should also include the name, title, street address, email address and telephone number of the 
person or group making the nomination. The Awards Committee may, at their discretion, request additional information, 
support, or endorsements from the nominee's co-workers, board members, or others. The award will be presented mid-
November.  
 

The Advocacy Committee only received one, but very deserving nomination, Vicki 
Wood from Lincoln City Libraries, nominated by Deb Robertson, Kilgore Memorial 
Library, and NLA Advocacy Committee Chair. The Advocacy Committee was in Sarah 
Johnson delivered the award to Vicki in Lincoln. See below for nomination letter and 
award picture. 

The Awards Committee will be accepting nominations for the Excalibur Award in 
2024. 
 



Bylaws Committee 
Committee members included Becky Baker, Seward Memorial Library, and Jessica 

Chamberlain, Norfolk Public Library. No changes to the PLTS bylaws were presented to the 
membership this year. 
 
Nominating Committee 

Committee members included Todd Schlechte, SELS; Julie Dinville, Bellevue Public Library; 
and Denise Lawver, Wahoo Public Library.  

There was one nominee for next year’s Chair-elect (Matt Kovar, Papillion) and one for 
Secretary/Treasurer (Sarah Johnson, Geneva). Both were elected and have accepted the positions. 
 
Annual Business Meeting 
The PLTS Annual Business Meeting was held December 18th via Zoom.  

● Tammi Thiem presented the 2023 Financial Report Summary (see below) 
● Monica Tidyman presented a summary of next year’s spring meeting: It will be held on May 2 

at Kilgore Memorial Library in York and be a full day event. In the morning, Jennie Gardner 
and Kellie Forkenbrock from North Liberty Library in Iowa will be presenting “Policies of 
Yes”. After lunch, Erica Rose and Dr. Melissa Cast-Brede from the University of Omaha will 
present “Adults need to play, too!”. Following their program, Dr. Cast will give a short 
presentation about the University of Nebraska Library Science Program. 

● The PLTS Board for 2024 will include Monica Tidyman, Kilgore Memorial Library in York, as 
Chair; Sarah Johnson, Geneva Public Library as Secretary/Treasurer; Matt Kovar, Papillion 
Public Library as Vice-Chair; and Debbie Aden as immediate past Chair.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Aden 
2023 PLTS Chair 
 
 

NLA Public Library and Trustee Section 
2023 Financial Report 

      
Beginning Cash Balance   1/1/2023  $7,670.90 
                                
Income     
  Interest YTD $2.44   
  Allocations $465.00   

 Spring Mtg $0.00   
  Other Income $60.00   
  Total Income  $527.44 
      
Expenses     
  Spring Meeting       $0.00   
  Other Expenses $529.47   
  Total Expenses     $529.47 
      
Ending Balance         8/31/2023  $7,668.87 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 


